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PRESS RELEASE
International Day for Universal Access to Information
Access to Information in Lebanon: A Right That Must Be Exercised, Not Only Guaranteed

Beirut, 28 September 2026 — On the International Day for Universal Access to Information,
Transparency International Lebanon (TI-LB) calls for renewed efforts to fully implement Lebanon's
Right of Access to Information Law, both through citizens' ability to request information and, equally
importantly, through public institutions' obligation to proactively publish information of public
interest. Nearly a decade after Lebanon adopted its Right of Access to Information Law, access to
public information remains more difficult in practice than it should be. While the legal framework
guarantees citizens the right to obtain information held by public institutions, it also requires public
bodies to proactively publish key information, including annual reports and other information of
public interest. Yet implementation challenges continue to limit both the effective exercise of the
right to request information and compliance with mandatory publication obligations. Recent
findings published by the National Anti-Corruption Commission highlight the persistent gap
between legal obligations and institutional practice.

For years, Transparency International Lebanon has been at the forefront of efforts to advance the
implementation of the Access to Information Law. Through awareness raising, technical assistance,
capacity building, legal support, and evidence-based advocacy, the organization has worked
alongside public institutions and citizens to strengthen transparency practices, promote compliance
with publication obligations, and support the effective exercise of the right to access information.

TI-LB has also played an active role in shaping the broader transparency and anti-corruption reform
agenda in Lebanon. In 2025, the organization submitted a comprehensive set of governance reform
recommendations to Lebanese authorities, including several measures aimed at strengthening
implementation of the Access to Information Law. Many of these recommendations were
subsequently reflected in the IMF's Governance and Corruption Diagnostic Report, including
reforms related to the designation and training of Information Officers, digitalization and archiving
systems, implementation monitoring mechanisms, public procurement transparency, and the
development of a national access to information portal. This convergence demonstrates the
contribution of sustained civil society advocacy in advancing transparency and accountability
reforms at the national level.

As part of its continued efforts to bring the law closer to citizens, Transparency International
Lebanon operates Ekhbar, a dedicated platform that provides guidance and legal support to
individuals seeking to exercise their right to access public information. Since 2022, TI-LB has
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supported citizens in submitting more than 120 access to information requests, helping transform
a legal right into a practical tool for transparency, participation, and accountability.

Transparency International Lebanon remains committed to supporting public institutions in
improving implementation of the law while empowering citizens to claim and exercise their right to
know.

Access to public information is not a privilege. It is a right.

Citizens seeking support to submit an Access to Information request can contact the Ekhbar

Platform through www.ekhbar.org or by calling (+961) 3 868 303 for guidance and legal assistance.

Notes to Editors

About Transparency International Lebanon (TI-LB)

Transparency International Lebanon is a national chapter of Transparency International and works
to promote transparency, accountability, integrity, and anti-corruption reforms in Lebanon.
Through advocacy, legal support, citizen engagement, and partnerships with public institutions, TI-
LB supports the effective implementation of governance reforms, including the Right of Access to
Information Law.

About Ekhbar
Ekhbar is Transparency International Lebanon's dedicated platform for supporting citizens in

exercising their right to access public information. The platform provides guidance, legal support,
and practical assistance in submitting and following up on Access to Information requests.
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